To investigate whether political assertions were interjected into American sports coverage of the 1984 Olympic games and which direction those assertions took, a study examined the Los Angeles Times' coverage of the games in its award-winning special supplement sections. The "Times" included these special supplements in its papers from July 22, six days before the games began, to August 14, one day after the Olympic games concluded. All stories that were greater than four square inches, including all graphics and headlines, were examined. Each of the 899 stories was coded for the date, page, headline, square column inches, graphics, source of story, type of sport(s), primary nation-actor(s), whether the story contained political assertions, and whether it was treated as a standard sports-news story, feature, or column. It was found that the large majority of stories did not contain political assertions. Nevertheless, among those stories that did interject political assertions into sports coverage, most of the assertions evaluated the impact of the Soviet-led boycott of the Olympic games, suggesting that the boycott was politically successful. (HOD) 
It is taken as axiomatic that a nation's media will report the news in a manner that conforms to the political system in which they 2 function. But this hypothesis, when it has been empirically tested at all, has usually been tested with developing nations, communist What we choose to think about sport in the modern world has to be worked out and defended from modern values and modern conditions.
Harking back to the ancient Greek Olympics has produced both bad history and bad arguments.
Internatiohll games foster international amity ---that has been one of the favorite historical arguments.
But no one said that in antiquity; so far as they thought in those terms at all, they said the opposite. 6 Even though the hypothesis that a nation's news media will reflect the political system in which they function has been accepted as axiomatic, it appears that researchers d6 not believe that the hypothesis can be generalized equally in all societies.
It is believed that the news media in communist systems, where in theory the news media are owned and operated by the state, will be more likely to report information in line with government policies than the news media in libertarian/ social responsibility systems, where in theory 7 the news media are independently owned.
For and the games were a success.
In democratic societies, however, the news media are not meant to serve as mouthpieces for the government. Most of the assertions suggested that the boycott as successful because without the appearance of the Soviet Union or its allies at the games, the United States faced no serious competition. Some typical negative assertions, often interjected into the reporting took this form:
"The Soviet-led boycott has taken the heart out of the Olympic men's volleyball competition."
"The United States is dominating the medal race in an Olympics much diluted by the boycott." "Weightlifting is perhaps the sport that was hurt the most by the East bloc boycott." "An Olympic games volleyball tournament without the USSR is like the hurdles without Edwin Moses.
It just won't be the same."
"As virtually every post-mortem has noted, the absence of the Soviet Union stripped the tournament of drama."
Some typical assertions that were positive took this form:
"Nobody really missed the Soviets except for a few of the EUropean dressage riders."
"Fifteen nations boycotted the Olympics, but most people didn't seem to care."
"One reason why the Soviet propaganda campaign againsc the games has become so shrill is that the Soviets realize what a success is in the offing." Thus, what was coded as negative coverage of the United States was not necessarily anti-American coverage. In fact, it can be argued that it was quite the opposite.
The only thing that was negative about the coverage was the press' warning that America was obtaining negative results in its efforts to win the propaganda war with the Soviets.
The Times, it appears, was engaging in the classic correlation function of the press described by Lasswell and others which involves more than just presenting information but 
